
Year Group: 1 
Term: Autumn 

Subject Area: Geography 
Topic Title: Locational Knowledge – the UK 

NC 
Objective: 

The Big Idea: 
That children know the place where they live is located within a bigger region/county, which in turn is located within an even bigger nation which is part of a bigger still, 
unified group of nations known as the UK. That children will know the some geographical facts about each of the four nations and its surrounding seas. This provides the 
basis for children to go on in KS2 and be able to know more detailed facts about each of the four nations - talking about counties, cities, physical/topographical features. 

Key Knowledge and Vocabulary Delivery 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of 
the four countries 
and capital cities 
of the UK and its 
surrounding seas. 
 
 
 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 
 

use world maps, 
atlases and globes 
to identify the 
United Kingdom 
and its countries 

use simple 
compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and 
locational and 
directional 
language [for 
example, near 
and far; left and 
right], to describe 
the location of 
features and 
routes on a map  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The UK is a group of islands separated from mainland Europe by the English Channel to the south, the North 
sea to the north and east and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. The Irish Channel separates England, Wales and 
Scotland from Northern Ireland. 
 

The United Kingdom is made up of four countries: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. These 
countries are united under the same flag (Union Flag) and share the same Queen.  
 

England:  
 The capital city is London – Buckingham Palace (Queen’s House), London Eye, Tower of London are here! 

 St. George is the Patron Saint of England.  

 We live in Cambridgeshire, which is in East Anglia.  
 

Wales: 
 The capital city is Cardiff – the Principality Stadium, Cardiff Castle and Castell Coch are all here! 

 St. David is the Patron Saint of Wales. 

 It is known for its valleys and mountains – notably Snowdonia National Park. 
 

Scotland:  
 The capital city is Edinburgh – Edinburgh Castle, Palace of Holyroodhouse and Castlerock are all here! 

 Its Patron Saint is St. Andrew.  

 It is the most northerly country in the UK. It has high mountains and a large number of islands.  
 

Northern Ireland:  
 The capital city is Belfast – Stormont Castle, Belfast Castle and the Titanic Visitor Centre are all here! 

 Its Patron Saint is St. Patrick.  

 Northern Ireland is the smallest of the four nations that make up the UK. It is deeply rural, apart from 
Belfast. 

 

Wow Facts: 
 Lough Neagh is found in Northern Ireland and is Britain’s largest freshwater lake, holding 800 billion 

gallons of water! 
 Hundreds of millions of years ago Scotland’s landmass was once completely separate from England and 

Wales – it was actually joined to America and Greenland! 
 The Union Flag is known as “The Union Jack” only when it is flown on a boat! 

 Wales has more castles per square mile than any other European country! 

 
 

T 

See collection of IWB resources 
 
‘Fact file focus’ for each country 
 
Memory techniques – looking for ways to 
remember capitals/countries etc… 
 
See ‘Teaching Primary Geography’ p.23-26 
 

 
 

H 

Knowledge Organiser to go home 
 
Web links (Youtube, games etc..) to go home 
 
National Geographic Kids.com 

 

I 

‘UK Day’! Rotational activities learning about 
patron saints, testing different foods,  
investigating landmarks etc… 
 
English/Welsh/Scottish/Irish visitors in 
 

 
 
 

R 

Daily identification of countries (on display 
board) 
 
Daily recitation of capitals/landmarks 
 
Add to ‘The Wall Of Knowledge’ 
 
 
 

Depth (for those who have confidently secured the above) 
Know the term ‘landmark’ and begin to identify some across the UK – include ‘characteristics’ of each country e.g. 
Wales is mountainous with valleys, Cambs is notoriously flat.  
The country of England is divided into eight regions and each region is then divided into counties 
Wales is divided into 5 regions – the North West includes Snowdonia National Park 
Scotland is divided into four main regions. The well -known island regions of Scotland are the Orkneys and the 
Shetland Islands.  
Northern Ireland is the smallest of the four nations that make up the UK. It is attached to Southern Ireland (Irish 
Republic) which is not part of the UK. 

 
D 

Range of associated books in Book Corner 
 
Blank maps for ‘free time’ challenges 
 
English/Welsh/Scottish/Irish visitors in 
 
Accessible globes and maps 
 
Google Earth 

 


